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JANUARY 31, 2025

Kingdom Righteousness: Living Out God's Value System

I.  The Old Testament Law — A Foundation Of God’s Value System

a.

As we continue exploring the Sermon on the Mount as the value system of God’s kingdom, we need to
understand its foundation. Jesus’ teachings were not entirely new or revolutionary; rather, they brought
clarity to what God had been communicating to His people for over a thousand years. In Matthew 5:17-
20, Jesus makes it clear that He did not come to abolish the law but to fulfill it—placing it in the right
perspective and inviting His people to embrace it alongside Him in a deeper and more intimate way..

Understanding the context in which the Mosaic Covenant was given to Israel is crucial. After delivering
Israel from Egypt, God, through the Mosaic Covenant, called them to live set apart and embrace a value
system aligned with His heart—one that would lay the foundation for what was to come. To Israel, this
covenant functioned like a ‘marriage covenant,” a two-sided agreement between God and His people: ‘If
you... then I...” The Mosaic Law was given within this covenant relationship to a specific people at a
specific time, serving as a means for God to reveal His character and nature. It also established Israel’s
national, ethnic, and moral identity as they embraced a godly value system.

The Law given to Moses was more than just a set of rules—it was a comprehensive framework designed
to shape the Israelites into a people with a new identity, who reflected God’s holiness and His purposes
for the world. It served as a guide to ensure their behavior aligned with their identity as God’s chosen
people, set apart to be a light to the nations (Exodus 19:5-6). Through the Law, God revealed His
character—His justice, mercy, holiness, and love—helping His people know Him more deeply and live
in a way that honored Him. To better understand its purpose and relevance in light of Jesus, we can
categorize the Law into three key areas.

(Exodus 19:5-6 NASB) “Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own
possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.”

i. Moral Law: Unchanging laws based on God's holy nature, such as justice, respect, and the Ten
Commandments. They revealed Israel’s need for redemption.

ii. Ceremonial Law: Rituals and practices focusing on God, such as sacrifices and feasts. These laws
pointed to Christ.

iii. Judicial Law: Civil laws specific to Israel’s society, governing crimes and restitution.

[l.  Jesus’ Teaching On The Fulfilment Of The Law

(Matthew 5:17-20 NASB) “Do not presume that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish,
but to fulfill. 18 For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke of a letter
shall pass from the Law, until all is accomplished! 19 Therefore, whoever nullifies one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps
and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 “For I say to you that unless your
righteousness far surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.”

a.

Jesus Came to Fulfill, Not Abolish the Law - Jesus makes it clear, He didn’t come to erase the Law or the
Prophets but to complete them. Some thought He was rejecting the Old Testament, but He was actually
bringing its true purpose to light. The ceremonial law found its fulfillment in His sacrifice, but the moral
law remains. Jesus perfectly obeyed God's commands, showing us what true righteousness looks like. His
fulfillment of the Law isn't about strict rule-following, but about living out God'’s love. Through His life
and death, He revealed that real obedience comes from a transformed heart.
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(Matthew 22:37-40 NASB) “And He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind.” 38 This is the great and foremost commandment. 39 The second is like it, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” 40 Upon these two commandments hang the whole Law and the Prophets.”

(Romans 13:8 NASB) “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for the one who loves his neighbor has
fulfilled the Law.”

b. The Laws Lasting Purpose - Jesus underscores that every part of the Law—down to the smallest detail—
remains until its purpose is fully achieved. His mention of the "jot" and "tittle" (the tiniest marks in
Hebrew writing) emphasizes that God's Word is unchanging. While Christ fulfilled the ceremonial laws,
the moral principles of justice and love remain (James 2:10). These truths guide believers until the final
restoration of all things in the new heaven and earth.

(1 Peter 1:25 NASB) “But the word of the Lord endures forever.”
(Romans 10:4 NASB) “For Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness to everyone who believes.”

c. The Weight of Every Command - Jesus warns that disregarding even the smallest commandment has
consequences. Those who minimize God's instructions will be "least in the kingdom," while those who
teach and obey them will be "great". This isn’t about legalism but about valuing all of God's guidance.
The Pharisees focused on outward rule-keeping but often ignored the heart of the Law—ijustice, mercy,
and faithfulness. Jesus calls His followers to embrace both the letter and the spirit of the Law with
integrity.

(Matthew 23:23 NASB) “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and
have neglected the weightier provisions of the Law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you
should have done without neglecting the others.”

d. A Righteousness Greater Than The Pharisees - Jesus sets a high bar by saying, our righteousness must
exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees to enter the kingdom. Their obedience was outward, based on
legalistic rule-keeping, but lacked true devotion. Jesus calls for an inner righteousness that flows from
faith and a transformed heart. This deeper righteousness isn't something we achieve on our own—it
comes through Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit.

(Matthew 6:1 NASB) “Take care not to practice your righteousness in the sight of people, to be noticed by them;
otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.”

(Philippians 3:8-9 NASB) “More than that, I count all things to be loss [a]in view of the surpassing value of [b]knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them mere rubbish, so that | may gain
Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith”

(Romans 8:3-4 NASB) “For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the requirement
of the Law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.”

[ll.  Living Out The Fulfilment of the Law: Internal Transformation Over External Compliance

l/l

a. After laying the theological foundation, Jesus moves into practical “case studies” to further reveal the
value system of His Kingdom. He brings the Old Testament law into the right perspective, calling His
followers to a deeper righteousness, one that transforms the heart, not just external behavior. He called
his followers to:
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V.

i. Heart Level Obedience (Matthew 5:21-24, 27-30) - Jesus expands the law to include internal
attitudes, such as anger and lust, showing that true righteousness is about heart transformation,
not just external actions (7 John 3:15).

ii. Reconciliation and Radical Love (Matthew 5:23-24, 38-47) - Jesus emphasizes reconciliation and
loving enemies as the fulfillment of the law. Radical love and forgiveness reflect God’s nature and
demonstrate true obedience to His will (Romans 12:9-21, Luke 6:27-28).

iii. Radical Discipleship (Matthew 5:29-30, 39-42) - Following Jesus requires radical commitment,
including removing sources of sin and turning the other cheek. Discipleship is about
wholehearted obedience to God’s righteousness (Luke 14:33, Philippians 3:8).

Anger and Reconciliation (Matthew 5:21-26) — The Law forbids murder, but Jesus goes deeper, showing
that anger and contempt are just as destructive. Harboring bitterness or speaking in a demeaning way
invites judgment, revealing that sin begins in the heart. Worship is meaningless if there is unresolved
conflict, so Jesus calls His followers to pursue reconciliation first. Settling disputes quickly is wise, as
unchecked strife can lead to greater consequences.

Lust and Purity (Matthew 5:27-30) — The Law forbids adultery, but Jesus reveals that lust is adultery of
the heart. Sin isn’t just in the act but in the desire, showing the need for inner purity. He calls for radical
action—not physical harm, but spiritual discipline—to remove anything that leads to sin. This teaches
that choosing purity over indulgence is essential for a heart aligned with God’s holiness.

Divorce and Covenant Faithfulness (Matthew 5:31-32) — The Law permitted divorce with proper
documentation, but Jesus upholds God'’s design for lifelong marriage. Except in cases of sexual
immorality, divorce leads to adultery, underscoring the seriousness of covenant relationships. Rather than
seeking loopholes, Jesus calls His followers to honor the sacred commitment of marriage.

Truthfulness and Integrity (Matthew 5:33-37) — The Law required keeping vows, but Jesus commands a
life of complete honesty. Instead of relying on oaths to prove sincerity, His followers should be known
for truthfulness in all speech. A simple “yes” or “no” should be enough, reflecting a character of integrity
rather than manipulation or exaggeration.

Non-Retaliation and Radical Generosity (Matthew 5:38-42) — The Law allowed for just retribution (eye
for eye), but Jesus calls for a response of grace instead of vengeance. Rather than demanding personal
rights, He teaches a radical generosity—turning the other cheek, giving more than required, and going
the extra mile. Kingdom-minded people are not consumed with self-preservation but with displaying the
selfless love of Christ.

Loving Enemies and Reflecting God’s Character (Matthew 5:43-48) — The Law emphasized loving
neighbors, but Jesus expands it to loving even enemies. Instead of harboring hatred, He calls His
followers to pray for those who persecute them, reflecting God’s own mercy. Just as God provides for
both the righteous and unrighteous, true righteousness mirrors His perfect love, setting His people apart
from the world’s standards.

Jesus raised the standard—not by adding rules, but by calling for a transformed heart. His followers are
to embody the Kingdom’s values, living in a way that reflects God’s character in every aspect of life.

A Call To Wholeness In Christ

Jesus' command in Matthew 5:48, "Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect," is a call to spiritual
maturity and wholehearted love rather than sinless perfection. The word used for perfect, "teleios”,
doesn’t mean “flawlessness”, it means completeness, maturity, and reaching the intended goal.
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b. Still, His command to "be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect" feels weighty and impossible. How
do we walk in this command? The only answer is found in Jesus. He is the only one who has lived a
perfect life, meeting the standard of God. Rather than trying to earn righteousness, we are declared
righteous and can walk out this command to “be perfect” because of Jesus, and His finished work on the
Cross.

(Romans 3:21-25 NASB) “But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been revealed, being witnessed by
the Law and the Prophets, 22 but it is the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe;
for there is no distinction, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified as a gift by His
grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood
through faith.”

(2 Corinthians 5:21 NASB) “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin in our behalf, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.”

c. The value system of God's Kingdom, calls us to a deeper righteousness that is not merely about outward
rule-following, but about a transformed heart that reflects God's love, justice, and holiness. Jesus fulfilled
the Law by living it out perfectly, showing us that true obedience comes from within—through faith in
Him and the power of the Holy Spirit. As we embrace this new identity, we are invited to live in a way
that mirrors God's character, pursuing spiritual maturity and wholehearted love, not through our own
efforts, but through the grace and redemption found in Jesus Christ.
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